Site Assessment Framework
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Introduction

North West Leicestershire District Council is undertaking a Local Plan Review. The review will update the adopted
Local Plan and will cover the period to 2039. Consultation on development strategy and other policy options has been
taking place, but the review is unlikely to be completed before the middle of 2024.

Within the overall housing figure for the district, the new Local Plan should set out a housing requirement for
designated neighbourhood areas which reflects the overall strategy for the pattern and scale of development and
any relevant allocations. However, this has not been completed so, in accordance with national planning policy, the
Parish Council has asked North West Leicestershire District Council to provide a requirement figure for Breedon on the
Hill Neighbourhood Area for the period 2021-2040.

Based on an annual requirement of 686 dwellings, existing committed development and the emerging development
strategy, North West Leicestershire District Council has indicated that the housing requirement for Breedon on the Hill
is 13 dwellings (to 2040) together with windfall development (sites not specifically identified in the development plan).
Development in Wilson will be restricted to conversions of existing buildings, the redevelopment of brownfield land or
affordable housing. In Tonge, new housing development is limited to that suitable for countryside locations although
a housing site has been allocated to provide for the redevelopment of the derelict Brook Farm site on Moor Lane.

To meet the requirement for Breedon on the Hill, the Breedon on the Hill Neighbourhood Plan will need to allocate
one or more sites for new housing. National planning practice advises that neighbourhood plan groups should carry
out an appraisal of options and an assessment of individual sites against clearly identified criteria. This Site
Assessment Framework sets out how sites will be assessed for the allocation of land for housing development.
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2.2

2.3

3.2

Where did the site suggestions come from?

The starting point for the identification of potential housing sites is the North West Leicestershire Strategic Housing
and Economic Land Availability Assessment. Local Planning Authorities are required to prepare a Strategic Housing
and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) that provides evidence on the potential supply of housing and
economic land. The North West Leicestershire SHELAA represents the position on land availability within the district
at 2021. Seven housing sites were put forward by landowners and developers in Breedon on the Hill.

In Autumn 2022, Breedon on the Hill Parish Council invited landowners and developers to put forward any other sites
for consideration and as a result one additional site was identified.

All eight sites are shown at Map 1. The promoter of site Brll indicated a willingness to develop a smaller part of the
site to the north, adjoining the existing Highwoods Green development which will be referred to as site Brlla.

Site Assessment Criteria

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is a process for considering and communicating the likely effects of plans, with a view to
avoiding and mitigating negative effects and maximising the positives. A SA of the North West Leicestershire Local
Plan was a legal requirement and it allowed North West Leicestershire District Council to assess its plan against a set
of sustainability objectives developed in consultation with key stakeholders. Site options were appraised using a SA
site appraisal framework which provided a largely objective process for identifying the potential constraints and
benefits associated with each site option.

The same site appraisal framework has formed the basis of the Site Assessment Criteria to be used in the allocation of
housing site(s) for the Neighbourhood Plan. Some of the criteria have been deleted or adapted to reflect local
circumstances. In particular, Breedon on the Hill has no healthcare services, no large employment areas, no
secondary school and a low frequency bus service.


https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/strategic_housing_and_economic_land_availabilty_assessment
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/files/documents/sa_report_december_2016/SA%20REPORT%20DEC%202016%20%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/files/documents/north_west_leicestershire_local_plan_as_amended_by_the_partial_review1/Adopted%20Written%20Statement%202021%20-%20public%20copy%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.nwleics.gov.uk/files/documents/north_west_leicestershire_local_plan_as_amended_by_the_partial_review1/Adopted%20Written%20Statement%202021%20-%20public%20copy%20%284%29.pdf
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/4058/s6c_harborough_sustainability_appraisal_technical_appendix_a_housing.pdf
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/4058/s6c_harborough_sustainability_appraisal_technical_appendix_a_housing.pdf

3.3 In total there are 18 Site Assessment Criteria to be applied to the nine housing site options. No weighting is applied to
the criteria.



Deliverability
of sites

2 Access to
open space

Measured from centre of site

3 Access to
local food
shop

Measured from centre of site

4 Amenity




Access to a
village /
community
hall

Measured from centre of site

Measured from centre of site

Measured from centre of site

6 Loss of
employment
land

7 Proximity to
public
transport

8 Access to
school

9 Fluvial flood
risk

10 Proximity to

designated
biodiversity
and




geodiversity
sites

n

Assessment of
heritage
impacts

= Is the site within a conservation area?
= Does the site adjoin a conservation
area?

= Is there a listed building or Scheduled
Monument on the site?

= Does the site adjoin a listed building or
Scheduled Monument?

= Is there a listed building or Scheduled
Monument close to the site and if so
how does the site relate to it?

Impact on non-designated heritage
assets.

12

Landscape
impact

13

Previously
Developed
Land




Agricultural
land
classification

15 Potential
effect
on mineral
resources
16 Will the site

help to meet
local housing
needs?

Provision of affordable housing should
not be sought for residential
developments that are not major
developments i.e. development where 10
or more homes will be provided, or the
site has an area of 0.5 hectares or more.
Provision of 10-20 dwellings would meet
housing requirement.

Does not consider viability.




Highway
access

18

Footways

10
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